We did not expect, when we recently addressed ourselves to the subject of gout and the disorders connected with it, to be so soon called upon to return to the consideration of the numerous and interesting questions it involves ; but, desirous as we are to give our humble aid in forwarding any attempt to place pathology upon its true basis, and believing, as we do, that no disease can be so advantageously studied with this object as the one to which we now again invite the attention of our readers, we shall offer no apology for recurring to it. Indeed, the respectability of the authority from which the present treatise emanates, would of itself give to it strong claims on our attention, and on that of our readers. The author's purpose in laying his Croonian lectures before the public shall be stated in his own words.
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"The object which the author has had in view, is to place in juxta-position the leading facts in the Natural History of Gout and Rheumatism, in order to direct the attention of practitioners, in a more especial manner than has hitherto been done, to what he conceives to be their true pathology. The work does not profess to give a complete history of these diseases; on the contrary, many details of symptoms, etiology, and treatment have been purposely omitted, as irrelevant to the argument, the design of which is, by contrasting the phenomena of gout and rheumatism with those of diseases confessedly caused by a morbid state of the fluids, to claim for them a similar origin. The author has availed himself of this opportunity of announcing some facts which he does not recollect to have been noticed by any previous writer on the subject. These will be found in the section " On the paroxysm of gout appearing in low states of the system and in that " On the rheumatic diathesis," where it is shown that disease of the heart may come on in that state of constitution, irrespectively of the occurrence of the rheumatic paroxysm, or fever." (Preface, pp. v-vi Mr. Murray Forbes, at the close of the last century, the treatment of intelligent practitioners has been directed to the expulsion of it from the system, and the prevention of its reaccumulation. Dr. Todd attempts to unsettle our notions on this subject, however, by adducing facts and arguments which lead him to the inference that lithic acid is not the materies morbi of gout; but he does not substitute anything else in its place, his idea of the pathology of this disease being summed up in the following vague and indefinite proposition:
" It appears to me that we must look for the matter of gout as a compound, derived from a product of unhealthy action of the stomach and duodenum, which, being absorbed into the blood, unites there with some elements of the bile, which has been suffered to accumulate through the defective secretory action of the 104-6.) Before quitting the subject of gout, there is a suggestion which we think it desirable to throw out as to the nature of its materies morbi.
We have hitherto spoken of it as lithic acid; but it occurs to us as more probable (though we would not venture to propound the idea dogmatically) that lithate of soda is the real morbific agent. This appears to us to be indicated by the fact, that the substance named is that which is separated from the blood in gouty deposits; and still more by the known connexion of gout with biliary as well as with urinary derangements, and by the beneficial result of treatment directed to both these excretions.
Under the influence of particular substances, as we have seen, lithic acid has a tendency to accumulate in the blood ; and it seems to us quite possible that, so long as it retains its uncombined form, gout may not result. But if, by deficiency in the secretion of bile, soda also be allowed to accumulate, the two will combine and lithate of soda will be formed. We offer this hypothesis for the consideration of our readers.
[Oct. The occurrence of cardiac affection, as a feature of the rheumatic state of the constitution, must surely be admitted to be completely opposed to and utterly inexplicable by the doctrine of metastasis, which supposes that the cardiac inflammation has been transferred from the limbs to the heart. The truth is that the cardiac inflammation may be primary; it frequently exists at the same time with the articular affection, and dates its origin from the same period, as it derives it from the same cause." (p. 117.) In 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, or 
